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Backing Firms can apply for grants to help create industry jobs BRIEFING
Beer festival
given to
needs help
increased
penalties

West Midlands Police
and Crime Commissioner
David Jamieson has backed
new plans to increase fines
and penalty points for drivers caught on their mobile
phones – and has called
for the crackdown to cover
other hand-held electronic
devices.
The Department for
Transport is consulting on
a proposal to raise the fixed
penalty notice for using a
hand-held phone while driving from £100 to £150. It is
also considering boosting
penalty points from three to
four for all non-HGV drivers
and three to six for those behind the wheel of a HGV.
Mr Jamieson, who introduced the ban on driving
while using a hand-held
phone as Transport Minister a dozen years ago, supports the idea and wants
it to apply to other devices
such as electronic tablets.
He explained: “This is
something I am extremely
passionate about. It is
about saving lives. Studies
have found that motorists
who talk on their handheld
phone while driving are four
times more likely to crash.”

Chance to win a
Valentine hamper

Cannock Shopping Centre
is offering its shoppers the
chance to win a hamper full
of Valentine’s themed goodies. Visit www.facebook.
com/cannockshoppingcen
tre for full details of how to
enter. The competition will
run from February 5 to 8.

It’s the business! £2m
fund is up for grabs

BUSINESSES can apply for more
than £2 million to create jobs
through the fund set up by the
Express & Star with the University of Wolverhampton.

Auction of
reservoir sites

Former reservoir sites
in Worcestershire and
Shropshire are being sold
off in an online auction by
Severn Trent Water.
The plots are at Posenhall Reservoir, Benthall
Lane, Posenhall, Broseley
and Stonehall Reservoir,
Stonehall Common, Kempsey, near Worcester. They
are being sold through
Lambert Smith Hampton
on February 10 and 11.

The Green Shoots Plus fund has
handed close to £1m to local companies, with a further £1m earmarked to
companies who have submitted applications.

Applicants can seek a grant worth between £10,000 and £150,000 to cover up to
30 per cent of the costs of their plans for job
creation and expansion.
With £4.1m in total available until the
summer of 2017, there is more than £2m
available for businesses wanting to expand
and create new positions.
Green Shoots Plus aims to create and
safeguard more than 370 jobs at small
and medium enterprises (SMEs) across
the Black Country, Stafford, South Staffordshire, Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin
and Herefordshire. Since it went live last
summer, 118 new jobs have been created
while a further 41 existing posts have been
safeguarded. The fund has also generated
£3.25m of private sector contribution.
The project, administered by the University of Wolverhampton and overseen by a
panel of expert business leaders, uses money
from the government’s Regional Growth

Organisers of the 19th
annual Stourbridge Beer
Festival are looking for
Campaign for Real Ale
members to volunteer
to help out at this year’s
event.
It will run from April 20
to 23 in Stourbridge Town
Hall with the opening day
kept for Camra members
only.
Helpers will be rewarded with free beer and
food as well as a free thank
you trip.
Anyone interested in
volunteering should e-mail
staffing@stourbridgebeerfest.org.uk

Link Business Ltd managing director Paul Yates and office manager Georgina Bews with some of their staff
Fund. Panel member Chris Leggett, brand received a £59,000 grant, using the cash to have been turned down by their banks for
and communications manager for Express relocate to the Coppice Side Industrial Es- the required funding and not to have had
& Star publisher Midland News Associa- tate in Brownhills. West Bromwich-based more than £175,000 in public funding in
tion, said: “The panel has already been able Longwear Alloys was awarded cash to cre- the past three years. To apply visit www.
to help some fantastic local companies from ate three jobs.
wolverhamptonbsc.com/greenshoots
across a range of sectors as they grow their
Venture Pressings in Cradley Heath and or call 01902 321272.
businesses. Funding for expansion remains Total Construction Supplies have also benGreen Shoots Plus is a bigger and widera challenge for so many businesses.” The efitted. A&T Enclosures new project will ranging successor to the pioneering Green
fund is aimed at businesses working in increase the speed, accuracy and efficiency Shoots Fund, which has distributed more
advanced manufacturing. Link Business of production in Dudley. Applicants need to than £1 million in grants to 35 businesses.

Ramblers off on
eight-mile walk

Chase Ramblers are
holding an eight-mile walk
this Sunday. The group
will meet at Hednesford
Rail Station Car Park,
Anglesey Street, for a 9am
departure. They will be
heading over Clent Hills.
Call 07954 170369.

